NITK Surathkal
hosts radio event

TIMES NEws NETWORK

Mangaluru: NITK Surath-
kal organised,the annual
Jamboree on The Air (JO-

TA) event on Oct 19, at the .

System for Emergency ‘As-

sistance, Response, and
Communication Hub (SE-
ARCH) facility.

The event was a collabo-
rative effort between NITK’s
Amateur Radio Club
(VU2REC) and the Mangalo-
re Amateur Radio Club
(MARC), with the aim of in-
troducing young scouts and
guidestothe world of amate-
ur radio communication.
Manipal Dot Net Private Li-
. mited * provided valuable

support to the initiative,
emphasising the significan-
ce of industry-education
partnerships.

The event attracted a sig-
nificant number of partici-
pants, with 157 ' students
from local schools atten-
ding. Vishnumurthy from
MARC shared his knowled-
ge and expertise with the yo-
ung enthusiasts, guiding
them through the complexi-
ties-of amateur radio opera-
tion. His presence undersco-
red the collaborative spirit
between NITK and the local
amateur radio community.

Pruthviraj U, professor '

in-charge (transdisciplina-
ry research and develop-
ment) at NITK and project
head of SEARCH, and KV
Gangadharan, custodian of

VU2REC, ‘along with the -

CSDproject staff teamled by
Manish, organised the
event. Theirinvolvementde-
monstrates NITK’s dedica-
tion to providing students
with enriching extracurri-
cular experiences.

As global challenges
continue to rise, events
1like'JOTA areessential in
equippingthenextgenera-
tion with the skills neces-
sary for effective commu-
nication during emergen-
cies. By combining educa-
tion with practical
experience, NITK Surath-
kal is contributing to the
development of a more re-
silientand connected com-
munity, said organizers.

The event featured a
range of engaging activiti-
es, including the setup of
VHF stations for long-dis-
tance communication and
the use of the VU2NIW re-
peater station for local con-
nections. Participants ea-
gerly engaged in interacti-

" ve sessions, filling the air-

waves with songs, quizzes,
riddles,and shortspeeches,
bringing the spirit of ama-
teurradiotolife.

“The enthusiasm we saw
from the schoolkids was tru-
ly inspiring,” said Pruthvi-
raj U. ‘It'sclear that there’s a
strong interest in amateur
radioamongourlocal youth,
which bodes well for the fu-
ture of this important skill
set,” headded.
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