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" vides a strong foundation

Be job providers, minister
advises students

‘Country needs more -
. entrepreneurs, innovators
- toachieve goals’

v
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nion Minister for Education, Skill

and Entrepreneurship Dharmen-
dra Pradhan said that history pro-
for building.a
prosperous future. ' 3
“Qur country needs more entrepre-
neurs and innovators to achieve our fu-
ture ambitions,”he said while delivering
the 20th annual convocation address
at the National Institute of Technology
Karnataka-Surathkal (NITK) on Satur-

"sfl:he way towards India’s strong future
lies in the hands of students, he added.
Observing that students of NITK, Sy-

rathkal, have made their mark globally,

he said they now have an aim in trans-
formingintojob-creators.
Expansionintofieldsbeyond engineer-
ing, strengthening research and innova-
tion climate is what is expected from an
institute, hesaidandstressed on the need
togivethrustonresearchforbecominga
developed nation, .
The priority areas, like Artificial Intel-
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Union Minister for Education, Skill
and Entrepreneurship Dharmendra
Pradhan hands over the gold medal

and degree certificatetoa graduate at
the 20th annual convocation of NITK,
Surathkal, on Saturday.-

ligence, Machine Learning, Data Analyt-
ics, Electronics, Genome Editin gand 3D
Printing, are theway forwardas the world
stares atIndustry 4.0, Pradhan said.

“Theworldislooking towardsIndia to
playakeyroleinthe future development
ofhumanityandregainitsgloryasa ‘Vigh-
wa-Guru’, he said.

The NEP 2020isanattemptto assimi-
late the ancientwith the modern to strive
to produce well-rounded citizens of the
world. “Our students should draw inspi-
ration from Dr APJ Abdul Kalam and
work for changing India’s destiny,” the
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minister said. Lauding the biogas plant
setupinNITK, he said the plant will con-
vertcampusfood wasteinto biogas. NITK
is contributing to the national efforts of
promoting waste to wealth.

The minister said, “I have suggested
the NITK to establish a full-fledged sus-
tainable energydepartment. In the times
ahead, Surathkal will drive our green
goals and emerge as a lighthouse of en-
ergy transition.”

NITK . Director (addition-
al charge) Prof Prasad Krishna
said that a BTech programme in
computational and data science
will begin during the academic year
2022-23. He said that during 2021-22,
405 reputable companies had enrolled
forcampusplacements. About93% of the

-UG students had beenrecruited and the _

maximum salary provided was Rs 45.03
lakh perannum. :

A'total of 1,787 candidates graduated
during the convocation. Thisincludes126
PhD, 817 PG and 844 B Tech students. .
Nine B Techstudentsand 30 PG students
received the Institute gold medals and
medals sponsored by various agencies
during the convocation for securing
highest CGPA. :

Earlier, the union minister inaugu-
rated the newly constructed central re- |
search facility (CRF) and school of inter-
disciplinarystudies building and laid the
foundation stone for the construction of
thelecture hall complex.
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